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Bradninch Life 
Your FREE Community Magazine 

 

Delivered to over 1000 households & online at www.bradninchlife.co.uk 
 

Issue 82: January/February 2021 

Let’s All Play Our Part to Stop the 

Spread of Misinformation 
 

I occasionally receive correspondence from readers, 
sometimes criticising or praising the editorial content. 
I normally welcome it on the basis that at least some-
one is reading the magazine! 
 

After the last issue I received a letter taking me to 
task for saying that coffee mornings and film club 
activities wouldn’t resume until after a vaccine was 
available. The letter accused me of encouraging 
people to give up normal, healthy activities and ad-
vising them to get a vaccine which is largely untest-
ed. It then went on to state that the risks of Covid 19 
were being deliberately exaggerated and that the 
mainstream media and google are actively censoring 
information. Interestingly the writer with such strong 
opinions didn’t have the courage to sign their name! 
 

Normally I would have binned the letter and not giv-
en it a second thought, but it was followed up with 
the copy of a ‘newspaper’ (I use the term loosely) 
presumably sent by the anonymous letter writer, 
pedalling unsubstantiated conspiracy theories about 
the lockdown, banking, politicians and guess what - 
the vaccine!   
 

People are entitled to their opinions and I would nev-
er want to impede free speech. But with freedom 
comes responsibility. Promoting falsehoods is a ris-
ing trend on social media and can cause untold dam-

age, we have all seen the result of that in the United 
States.  
 

Most of us take on trust that government, companies 
and other people have our best interests at heart. 
Life is not risk free, from buying food in a supermar-
ket to driving a car, going for a walk or eating out in a 
restaurant, there is always a small possibility that an 
accident will happen. Even getting out of bed in the 
morning can be risky! 
 

One thing I am certain of, the devastation of Covid 
19 has not been exaggerated. By the time we get 
back to something resembling normality there will 
have been over 70,000 deaths in the UK and many 
people suffering long term damage from the virus. If 
you have any doubts regarding the vaccine read An-
thony O’Brian’s article on page 10. Don’t please lis-
ten to uninformed, downright dangerous opinions 
and falsehoods from local crackpots. Whoever you 
are letter writer, global warming isn’t a lie, Trump 
wasn’t cheated out of the election and there isn’t a 
worldwide cabal of paedophiles running the planet.  
 

To the rest of my valued readers a very happy and 
safe new year, I’ll see you at the vaccine centre. 
 

Jenny 
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A big thank you to our advertisers.  
 

They are all local businesses and need your support more 
than ever during these uncertain times. 

 

Please support them, their ongoing advertising makes it  
possible to publish this magazine free of charge. 

 

All Aspects of Electrical Installation  

Carpentry and General Building 

Renovations, Conversions and Extensions 

Kitchens and Bathrooms Installed 

Project Design and Management 

Free Estimates and Advice 

The Complete Building and  
Property Service  

 

 Call Henry on 

 01884 32292 or 07709 517042 

Visit us at www.hpring.co.uk or  
See Our Latest Work On Our Facebook Page 

                   
Oburnford Cider Farm  
Cullompton EX15 1LZ 

                            

SILVERTON & EXE VALLEY SENIORS 
 

No-one knows how soon our lives will start to return 
to some form of normality, or indeed if things will ev-
er be the same again after Covid-19.  The new vac-
cines do however offer the prospect of some hope 
for the future and that is great news although as I 
write at the end of November whilst in lockdown, it 
seems unlikely that we will be able to resume many, 
if indeed any,  Club activities before the winter is 
over. 
 

Assuming a return to normality begins in 2021, the 
process is likely to be gradual with some activities 
resuming before others.  It would be nice to think 
coffee mornings could be introduced when the 2M 
public distancing rule is removed.  This may however 
depend upon the Government’s vaccination pro-
gramme and when confidence has been restored 
enabling families and friends to meet socially again.  
Conversely, whist is likely to be the last activity to 
resume because of player proximity and the continu-
ous handling and exchange of cards preventing any 
practical sanitisation measures.  Meanwhile since 
September (outside the lockdown period) coach op-
erators have been permitted by the Government to 
operate with distancing reduced to 1m and many 
companies such as Blakes have been accepting 
bookings - albeit with reduced passenger numbers 
and a maximum of 24-28 passengers – for custom-
ers and their own services. For Club members, this 
means that the same cost of coach hire needs to be 
apportioned amongst less people.  I have tried to 
minimise the increase by assuming a relaxation of 
the distancing rule at some stage later in 2021 but 
have also built in to the calculation a slight reduction 
in take-up on account of some concerns about the 
continuing use of public transport.  Taking these mat-
ters into account, depending upon the journey dis-
tance, it looks like the cost of the average journey 
will need to rise by about £5 per person.  Whilst a 
measure of subsidy from funds might be justifiable 
on occasions, generally not to adjust outing prices 
for 2021 would be to put the future of these Club ac-
tivities at risk.   
 

Looking at when our coach outings might be re-
sumed, a reduced programme of monthly outings 
starting in May/June is being planned.  The pro-
gramme will contain many of the destinations which 
were featured for 2020 excluding only a small num-
ber of venues where entry cost in combination with 
the increased cost of coach travel, has become pro-
hibitive.  Details of the 2021 programme will be circu-
lated to members in February from when it will be 
possible to make a booking and register for member-
ship.  Club members who paid their membership fee 
of £6 in 2020 but who have been unable, because of 
Covid-19, to take advantage of club activities will of 
course have their membership carried forward to 
2021. 
 

The Committee and your Club Secretary extend sea-
son’s greetings to everyone and we hope to able to 
welcome everyone back (and new members) some-
time in 2021. 
 

Martin Clough, Secretary 

Silverton & Exe Valley Seniors 

Tel: 01392 860971  

e-mail: martin.mcassoc@btconnect.com  

website: www.sevs.info 
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YOGA CLASSES IN BRADNINCH 
QUALIFIED AND VERY EXPERIENCED BRITISH 

WHEEL OF YOGA TEACHER 
  
 

 Bradninch Cricket Club 
 

Monday - 7-8pm 
Friday - 9.15-10.15 & 10.30-11.30am 

Booking Essential 
 

A fun mixed ability class, developing strength and  
flexibility. Promoting mindfulness and relaxation. 

 

Contact: sarahfoster123939@gmail.com 

Dr Chutter’s  

Chutneys & Jams 
 

Update on stock: 
Over the years I have come up with various schemes 
to generate some funds for local causes starting with 
chopping up the broken fence behind the Youth club 
to help pay for its replacement. Have a mass of kin-
dling stacked outside. Moved onto making chutneys 
and jams from the produce of both my garden and 
others. Added marmalade to the catalogue but of 
course I could not claim to grow those. The Halber-
ton farm shop has a nice supply of Seville oranges 
come January/February when my kitchen takes on 
the gorgeous aroma of oranges. 
 

2020 has proven to be a very difficult year for so 
many causes and of course people and we all hope 
2021 will bring brighter, safer times. 
 

So, to ease the dourness of the long cold winter days 
what could be better than a delicious chutney or 
jam?? 

 

I have on offer: 
Winter Pear Chutney, both Red and Green Tomato 
and Piccalilli. 
Some Air Raid Chutney and Marrow and Ginger. 
Also Crab Apple with Cinnamon and CA with Mint. 
Pear, Plum and Medlar jams. 
And some Blackberry Vinegar. 
Just made batches of Pineapple Jam and some wiz-
ard Caribbean Chutney – pineapple, mango and co-
conut with west Indian spices. 
Am about to make new batches of Blackberry and 
Loganberry jellies - so can put in a pre-order if wish? 

 

All handmade locally with local produce. 
Usual costs of £2.50 a jar or £4 for 2. 
I can easily deliver locally Bradninch & Hele, leaving 
them on your doorstep if wish.  
 

All profits go towards the maintenance of our local 
defibrillators and other causes including the Sound 
Mind Sessions project that offers support for the 
mental health of artists and performers in Devon. 
 

If interested please contact me on 881566 else 
mike.leonard120@gmail.com or via the Facebook 
page. 
 

I hope to add to the range very soon under the head-
ing of “Fire chutneys” – more news on that soon. 

Wanting a New Look for 2021 but   
worried about going into town? 

 

We can offer you a covid secure elegant  
setting where you can treat yourself to the 

full range of hair, nail & beauty treatments. 
 

20% New Year discount for  
new clients  

(on presentation of this advertisement) 
 

Phone Chantale or Justine for an 
appointment on 01392 841333 

 

Locks & Lashes 
56 Vinnicombes Rd, Stoke Canon EX5 4BB  
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Tel: 01392 881537, Fax: 01392 881232 Mob: 07778 663478   

e-mail:christopherhore@yahoo.co.uk 
 

FOR ONE STOP PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
  

GENERAL GARDEN CLEARANCE ◊ FENCING ◊ SHEDS ERECTED ◊    
GARDEN WALLS ◊ PATIOS & PATHS ◊ CHAINSAW WORK ◊ TURFING ◊ 

GRASS/HEDGE CUTTING ◊ TREE SURGEY ◊ PESTICIDE SPRAYING PA1, 
PA2 & PA6A ◊ PADDOCK FENCING & MAINTENANCE 

  

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS ◊ PLUMBING ◊ INTERNAL & EXTERNAL  
REPAIRS ◊ ROOF & CHIMNEY REPAIRS ◊ GUTTERING ◊ PRESSURE 

WASHING ◊ PAINTING & DECORATING ◊ HOUSE CLEARANCE 
 

LOGS AVAILABLE 
2.7 TON TIPPING TRAILER AVAILABLE FOR DELIVERIES OR 

COLLECTIONS 
 

ODD JOBS ◊ SMALL REPAIRS – NO JOB TOO SMALL ◊ FRIENDLY  

RELIABLE SERVICE ◊ FULLY INSURED ◊ CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 

All aspects of tree surgery/Tree Inspec�on 

Stump Removal 

Hedge Cu�ng and Reshaping 

Tree and hedge plan�ng 

Hire 6inch Tracked chipper /14Tonne log spli#er  

All types of fencing supplied and erected 

Grass Cu�ng/Strimming 

General Garden Maintenance 

A Large Selec�on of Annual and Perennial Plants  

NPTC Qualified to Bri�sh Standard 3998 

Fully Insured/Free Quota�ons 

info@fourseasons-treeservices.com  

www.fourseasons-treeservices.com                                                                

Oliver Vernon, Byco� Farm, Halberton EX16 7AU 

01884 820839  07766 168162 

DCC Report  from John Berry 

December   2020 
 

Covid 19  
At the time of writing, early December, there were 
734 tested cases in Mid Devon (53 in the last 7 days) 
and 25 deaths (with a COVID 21 positive test re-
sult).  There have been 8,699 confirmed in Devon 
(excluding Plymouth and Torbay) (614 cases in the 
previous week) .Total population of 802,375. The  
UK has 1,750,241 confirmed cases and 62,033 
deaths.  Devon is in Tier 2 (high risk) which has 
worsened the economic situation.  Rules will be re-
viewed on 16

th
 December.   

 

More information on https://www.gov.uk/guidance/
local-restriction-tiers-what-you-need-to-know#high-

alert. 
 

COVID-19 Community Support Response 
- Vulnerable Residents  
MDDC  still has a helpline to support clinically ex-
tremely vulnerable people .  Requests include help 
with prescriptions, emotional support and financial 
hardship. The housing team have undertaken 2,445 
welfare calls.   
 

Business Assistance 

Details on the MDDC website: busi-
nessgrants@middevon.gov.uk and middev-
on.gov.uk/residents/coronavirus-support-for-
communities-and-businesses/business-support-
across-mid-devon/ 
 

Christmas Relaxed Rules  
Could lead to a third lockdown if we are not very 
careful and observe rules to prevent spreading infec-
tion.    
 

Those who think they are invincible, not taking Covid  
19  seriously, please note there are many younger 
people experiencing  Long Covid  with serious, life 
changing ill health, even hospitalisation, months after 
having Covid 19.  Even those without symptoms can 
pose a risk to others!  Despite vaccines being rolled 
out we cannot relax our efforts to prevent transmis-
sion. 
 

DCC finances  
Have been well managed.  Despite using some mon-
ey from reserves, the county is not in financial trou-
ble as some other authorities.  DCC has received 
confirmation of additional grant of £80.3millions, with  
£62.6 million already received and spent or commit-
ted.   
 

A local authority support grant of 43.5 millions is 
availble.   Funding for parish councils and community 
available is detailed in the link below. 
https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-

devon/document/covid-19-prompt-action-fund/  
 

Education  
Schools have done a great job. Covid 19 safety 
measures have caused extra cost, transport alone 
£100,000 this term to October.  SEN needs have 
risen yet again. DCC have requested the following:  
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 Le Breton Traditional 
Traditional Building & Stained Glass 
  

Based In Bradninch since 2004 
Expert in Cob, Lime, Plaster 
Stained Glass and Carpentry

   
 Please email at  m.lebreton@hotmail.co.uk          

07968944121 or 01392 881654 

• Additional funding for school staffing due teach-
ers quarantining during the pandemic. 

• Priority for schools and teachers during the test-
ing process, similar to health care workers, en-
suring teachers can return to the classroom at 
the earliest opportunity.  

• Additional testing kits to be supplied to schools 
on a rolling programme. 

• Government should fund extra transport costs 
due to Covid 19 

• Greater funding, support for the right care and 
education for children with High Needs 

 

Community Food Programme  
Details are on www.devoncf.com/apply/community-

food-programme/ 

 

Children and Adult Care  
Supports 5,695 older people: 1,462 with physical 
disability, 3,151 with learning disability, 376 with au-
tism and 1,006 with mental health problems. Chil-
dren from 3-19 taken into care has risen by 50% dur-
ing the Covid 19 pandemic. 
 

DCC Locality Budget  
I had much pleasure in awarding grants amounting 
to £3,390 to Bradninch organisations including 
Duchy School and Pre-school, Baby and Toddler 
Group, Catch 77 Food Delivery, Hen Street weeding, 
12

th
 Night, Cricket Club and Young Carers Training. 

 

Highways   
Roads and footways have been addressed this year 
and look a lot better.  Please report any potholes to 
the call centre phone 03451551004 and get a log 
number.    
 

Cullompton Relief Road Application    
Will be considered by the Planning Committee in 
January   Also an Outline Application for re-location 
of Cullompton Cricket Club and an Industrial site at 
Stoneyford   Ref: 20/01409/MOUT   
 

Great Exeter Strategic Plan  
Proposals are officially ‘dead’. District leaders have 
met to discuss possible actions for the future, noth-
ing has been decided.   It is important to have some 
form of co-operation in order to access maximum 
government funding for infostructure. 
 

THANKS to all those who have been helping oth-
ers during lockdown.  Commiserations, especially 
to those who are isolating alone and very sincere 
sympathy to anyone who has lost a loved one.    
 

My thoughts are with you for Christmas with hopes 
for 2021 to be better.  I am here to help. 
 

Very best wishes for Christmas  
John Berry   
e-mail: jberry@middevon.gov.uk  
Tel: 01884 32320 
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SB Plumbing 
  

Reliable local plumber  

Bathrooms and Kitchens Fitted  

Tiling & carpentry  

DBS Registered  
 

Phone Steve on 07486 873298  

 
 
 

 

Thinking About Adoption? 
 

Are you considering adoption but not sure where to 
start? Families for Children is holding an online infor-
mation session to give you the opportunity to find out 
more. You will hear from adopters and talk to our 
experienced adoption team about how you can 
adopt, the qualities needed to be a great adopter 
and of course about the children waiting.  
 

Visit us to book today https://
familiesforchildren.org.uk/book-online-information-

event/ 
 

Session dates: 
Friday 15

th
 January – 2.00-4.00pm 

Tuesday 9
th

 February – 6.00-8.00pm 

 Bradninch Tennis Club  

‘A Tennis Tale of 2020’ 
 

“Happy New Year” we may all say 

As Tennis 2020 dri�s away 

And oh, what a year it has been 

The like of which we have never seen 

New rules to obey…we’re on, we’re off 

Hand gel, two Metres and please don’t cough 
 

But as we look back, there were fun (mes too 

Only some of which we can share with you 

Compe((on (me...  

In hot September sun, the heat was on 

New members galore with a cup to be won 

The Lobstoppers, The Ballbusters, it was all to play for 

In awe of the skill, we all cheered for more 
 

The winter league is underway 

A great opportunity for compe((ve play 

With a racket and ball, and hope in our hearts 

Two teams of players each take their part 

For the league is tough, the standard is high 

High quality tennis you cannot deny 
 

At the club sessions we always have such a mix 

Obviously, s(cking to the rule of six 

It’s physical, it’s mindful, it’s fun for all 

And we’ve come to expect some dodgy line calls 
 

As we look ahead to 2021 

There’s hope, there’s joy and matches to be won 

As a tennis team and community beyond 

It’s this sport that joins us with a wonderful bond 

In body and mind, it’s got us through 

To carry our strength to pastures new 
 

Wishing everyone a safe and happy 
2021 

Kimberley 
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CHENPUMP UK LTD 
The Pump Division of Cornwall Pump & Motor Rewinds Ltd 

PUMP & WATER ENGINEERING SPECIALISTS    

Boreholes, Drilling & Dowsing, Wells &  Private Water Supplies, 
Sewage & Waste Water                                 

 

PH, UV, Iron Water Treatment & Filters 
 

Pipes, Spares & Fitting 
 

Pressure Boosting, Rainwater Harvesting 
 

Service & Maintenance Contracts 
 

Sales, Service & Repairs 
 

Site & Full Workshop Service   
 

 
24hr (Plymouth) 01752 665530 
Aaron Bray Mobile 07973 120244  

 
www.cpmr.co.uk     www.chenpump.com  
Aaron.bray@chenpump.com 
 

 

A family company providing a professional service 
Covering all of Devon and Cornwall inc. the moors 

JOHN ALDERIDGE 
 Fully Experienced Carpenter 

(25 years proficiency in Carpentry & Building) 
 

 

General Building Work ♦ Kitchen Fitting  
Loft Conversion Specialist 

 

Barn Conversions ♦ Timber Framer ♦ Cut Roofs 
 

For a friendly competitive service 
 

Call 07971 691141 and ask for Johnny 
 

Please call for a free quotation. 

 CROSSWAYS TAVERN 

STATION ROAD, HELE, NR EXETER, EX5 4PW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OVERNIGHT SELF CONTAINED ACCOMMODATION 

 TEL.07818 218787 OR 01392 881752 

e-mail: crosswaystavern@yahoo.co.uk 
Or book via our website: www.crosswaystavern.co.uk 

 PARKERS PLANTS 
Bedding plants ♦ Herbs ♦ Perennials ♦ Cut Flowers 

 

Available from Mulberry View, Hele. 

Need some large wine or gin 

glasses to hire for your event? 
 

£10 for hire. £1 each for any breakages.  

We have nearly 100 glasses.  
 

Please contact Emma on 07903513038 for 

details or rawders@hotmail.com 
 

Sustainable Bradninch  

 LIFE AFTER LOCKDOWN 
(FOR LADIES!) 

 

The lady members of Bradninch Bowling Club (BBC) 
are already looking ahead to next spring and sum-
mer.  When we met up recently we all agreed what a 
good summer 2020 we have had, despite “you know 
what.”  BBC stayed open throughout, enabling lots of 
informal play, as well as club competitions.  Club 
evenings every Monday in the season are the high-
light of the week – the bar is open and what could be 
nicer than sitting outside in the sun with a glass of 
wine, chatting with friends and watching other people 
playing bowls! (That is the opinion of one of the lazier 
lady members.) 
 

When discussing our plans for 2021 we all agreed it 
would be really nice to have some more ladies to join 
us.  We consider ourselves a friendly group, who 
while enjoying our bowls do not take it over seriously. 
We already have members who live in Cullompton 
and in the Silverton area, so we would like to invite 
Bradninch ladies as well as those who live in sur-
rounding villages who do not have a Bowling Club of 
their own to come and join us. 
 

BBC has bowls in all sizes (different hands need dif-
ferent sizes) which we can lend you to have a go at 
playing.  All you need is a pair of shoes with flat soles 
which will not damage our green. We will gladly try to 
show you how to play bowls! 
 

If you think you might be interested do please give 
our Ladies’ Captain Katrina Jones a call on 01392 
881183  or 07876 597478.  We plan to have a get 
together (with coffee/tea/glass of wine) with possible 
new members before the new season begins in April.   
 

Look forward to seeing you.  
n.b. We do NOT wear hats and pleated white skirts! 
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Your local Unisex hair salon 
 

Opening hours 

Tuesday 9:30am-5pm 

Wednesday 9:30am-5pm  

Thursday 10am-7pm 

Friday 9:00am-5:00pm  

Saturday 8:30am-1pm   
 

Tel: 01392 881901 
 18 High Street, Bradninch 

Culm Valley Firewood 
 

 

 
 

Seasoned Hardwood Logs & Kindling 
Call Chris on 01884 32940 
Your Local Log Supplier 

www.culmvalleylogs.co.uk 

Osteopathy • Cranial Osteopathy • Women’s Health Osteopathy 
 
• Generalised aches and pain      • Circulatory problems 
 

• Joint pain and arthritic pain         • Digestive problems          
  including hip, knee and back pain   including IBS          
 

• Sciatica and neuralgic pain  • Fibromyalgia 
 

• Acute and chronic back pain • Neck pain  
 

• Difficulty relaxing and      • Reducing the effects of 
  help with stress management     terminal diseases and  
 

• Cervicogenic headache    chronic conditions    
 

• Migraine prevention  
   

07586 302 137   fhosteopathy@protonmail.com 
 

OSTEOPATHY HOME VISITS 

FENJA HANSEN 
MOst, DO, PGD, WHO 

Registered Osteopath 

Christmas Lights Committee Photographic Competition Results
The number of entries for the competition wasn’t huge, but the quality was fantastic. Here are the winners. 

A huge thankyou to everyone who took part
All the entries are posted on the Bradninch Life website: www.bradninchlife.co.uk/photographic
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KEVIN SUSSEX 
Painter & Decorator 

 

Tel: 01392 881961 or Mob: 07919 950222 

Dani’s Paws-N-Claws 
 

Dog Walker & Pet Care Services  
 

Free no obligation meet and greet 
 

Dog Walking ♦ Pet visits/sitting 
House sitting ♦ Pet taxi ♦Fully insured.  

 

07958 590892 

danielle.leman@gmail.com 

Facebook page - @danispawsnclaws 

1st Prize (above)  
Misty Hele by Alison Day 

 

2nd Prize (left)  
Granddaughter’s First Sparkler by Bill Bloomfield 

 

3rd Prize (below)  
Winter is Here by Louise Heap 

Christmas Lights Committee Photographic Competition Results 
t huge, but the quality was fantastic. Here are the winners.  

A huge thankyou to everyone who took part 
All the entries are posted on the Bradninch Life website: www.bradninchlife.co.uk/photographic-competition/ 
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BAOBAB Consulting and Design 
 

LANDSCAPE DESIGN for private  
gardens, schools, commercial,  
retail & residential developments. 
 

“Creating beautiful outdoor spaces” 
 

Annette Moore, Landscape Architect, BA (Hons) Dip LA,  

01392 881641 or 0770 4346913  

New Year Vaccine 

 

Throughout the pandemic we have been working 
closely with College and Bramblehaies Surgeries in 
Cullompton and Blackdown Practice in Hemyock.  
During November we made our plans for Covid vac-
cinations.  As soon as vaccines are distributed we 
will be ready and we will be using College Surgery 
as the delivery site.  The logistics will be complicated 
but we are extremely confident that we will be able to 
vaccinate all our patients in a safe and timely man-
ner.  There will be a short time frame for using each 
batch of vaccines and patients will be offered vac-
cination in a specified order.  It is likely that we will 
be asking for volunteers to help transport patients to 
Cullompton and marshal the clinics.   
 

Currently there is a lot of discussion about vaccines 
in the media.  There are two important facts that I 
think everyone needs to remember.  The first is that 
the rules governing the introduction of a vaccine 
have not altered in any way.  All vaccines have to 
pass each testing stage; current vaccines under con-
sideration are in the final stage but the numbers in-
volved in the trials have been identical to any previ-
ous vaccine.  There have been no short cuts.  Re-
cruitment to trials has been easy and so the large 
numbers needed have been achieved in a much 
shorter timespan than normal. This leads to the sec-
ond important point. No vaccine will be released that 
is not considered safe.  
 

You will hear arguments that any new vaccine will 
not have been used for long enough to know wheth-
er it might have long term problems.  This is true but 
due to the nature of how vaccines work highly unlike-
ly. Vaccines act by priming our own immune systems 
to work.  They are the equivalent of showing a photo-
fit of a criminal to the police.  There are a variety of 
ways of doing this but ultimately the success of a 
vaccine is solely dependent on its ability to correctly 
pre-warn and arm our own body’s immune system.  
They do this within the weeks after the vaccination 
and so side effects or problems are seen within this 
time period.  The benefits of a Covid vaccine for eve-
ryone will be enormous, the risk for each individual 
will be very low. 
 

We all knew Christmas was going to be different and 
it was, but the importance of connections with 
friends, family and community has never been great-
er.  Trish Jones our Health and Wellbeing coordina-
tor can be contacted on 0748 437 7289 or at silver-
wellbeing@gmail.com and Joan Povey 
(wyndhamsp@gmail.com) is also available for any-
one who would like some help setting up or enhanc-
ing their internet communication skills.  If you, or an-
yone you know, would benefit from their help please 
contact them directly or via the surgery reception. 
 

Wishing everyone a safe and happy New Year. I am 
hoping we will be extremely busy with the vaccina-
tion programme and that everyone will participate   
 

 

Anthony O’Brien 

Wyndham House Surgery  
  
  

HERITAGE 

YOUR LOCAL, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL  

CHIMNEY SWEEP FULLY INSURED  

BASED AT ELLERHAYES IN MID DEVON 
 

CERTIFICATED CHIMNEY SWEEPING  
 

• SMOKE DRAW TESTING  

• BIRDS NEST REMOVAL 

• CHIMNEY STACK RESTORATION 

• GENERAL STOVE MAINTENANCE 

• PREPARATION OF DISUSED FIREPLACES FOR                  

INSTALLATION OF WOOD BURNING 

STOVES 
 

CONTACT VINNY 

TEL: 01392 881648 

MOB: 0796 308 1510                                                                  

SWEEP & CHIMNEY SERVICES 
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Stylish Bedrooms designed to Satisfy 
 

We have seven bedrooms fitted out in a relaxing, contemporary 
style. All equipped with 32” lcd tv’s, each have ironing facilities, 
hair driers, hospitality trays and complimentary bottled water. 

 

Great Homemade Food, including special 
themed nights.  

 

 

Monday-Saturday 6-8pm 

 

 

♦ Mon-Grill Night ♦ Tues-Meal Deal   
♦ Wed-Curry Night ♦ Thur-Fish & Chip Night   

 
www.thesilvertoninn.com 

info@thesilvertoninn.com 

 

The 

Silverton Inn 

5 Fore Street 
Silverton 

Exeter 
EX5 4HP 

Tel:01392 
860196 

 

T & D GARDEN MACHINERY 
SALES * SERVICING * REPAIRS 

 

Sales, Servicing and Repairs for most 
makes of Lawnmowers and  

Garden Machinery. Servicing of Quad 
Bikes also available. 

 

For any enquiries or bookings. please 

don't hesitate to call either: 
Office: 01392 861501                                                           

Trevor: 07834 317030 or  
Dean: 07821 784805 

 

 
 
 
 

Chitterley Business Centre (Unit 20) Silverton EX5 4DB 

  Bradninch Musical Gardens 

– thence the Festival 
 

With 2020 being such a bleak year for so many so-
cial and community events we should perhaps take 
heart and look forward to what 2021 could bring. 
 

The 2020 calendar of events was almost totally 
wiped out by the pandemic for very real and neces-
sary reasons but we must look forward to the new 
year whether it is all a return to normal or a slightly 
near one. I am confident we as a community can 
adapt and enjoy. 
 

The wonderful and socially supportive Saturday cof-
fee mornings with their cakes and bakes and raffles 
may still be sometime in the future but we all look 
forward to the gathering together again as soon as 
we are able. 
 

In the mean time we would like to consider what can 
happen in 2021, even with some changes and adap-
tions. So, I am putting out an early call for gardens to 
open in 2021 for the Musical Gardens weekend 5

th
 & 

6
th
 June. It would be amazing if we could field the 

same number and variety of venues, we had pre-
pared for 2020? I am sure we can still attract a 
wealth of young artists to support the weekend as so 
many have suffered badly with lack of gigs, experi-
ence and exposure. 
 

We can then plan for the 20
th
 Music Festival the fol-

lowing weekend – 11
th
 – 13

th
 June. Over the next 

month I propose to contact the programme of per-
formers booked for 2020 and ask if we can move the 
event forward one year. 
 

I appreciate it is early days but whilst you are sweep-
ing up the leaves, turning the compost and planning 
for 2021 you could consider opening your gardens to 
our array of visitors next June?? 

 

Although we may not be fully out of the woods, we 
can ensure any social distancing requirements still 
prevailing as can spread folk across the whole town 
safely. 
 

The weekend will again raise funds for the Music 
Festival, other local causes and for the Sound Mind 
Sessions which supports the mental wellbeing of 
Devon based artists. 

Mike Leonard 

Lucy Coveney on 07734 751310 
or e-mail: lucycoveney27@gmail.com 
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Edwards Plumbing Services 
Hartnoll Business Centre 

Posthill Tiverton EX16 4NG 
 

 
• All aspects of Plumbing, Oil & Gasworks 

• Bathroom Installations 

• Heating & Boiler Installations 

• Breakdowns - Oil boilers, Aga, Stanley & Rayburn 

• Boiler Services & Landlord Certificates 

• Central Heating Power Flushing 
 

General Maintenance to Large Contracts 
T: 01884 798110 M: 07966 103386 

epsplumbing@googlemail.com 

 
 
 

 

 

                                  554863 
                                       13939 

 
Callum Stone Plumbing 
Local NVQ Quaified Plumber  

 

 

Tel: 01884 256758 

Mob: 07702 416696 
e-mail: cjstone94@googlemail.com 

Little Ones Childcare at Budlake 
Just 6 miles from Bradninch 

 

 

We are based in the old school house at Budlake. 
This former village school has been sympathetically converted to meet  

the needs of children aged between 3 months & 5 years. 
 
 

We have one basic aim – To provide the highest quality childcare & early 
years education for every child in our care.All our staff are fully  

qualified AND they all hold a first aid certificate. 
 
 

 

We have a lovely cosy baby room for just 9 under 2 year  
olds. Pampers nappies, wipes, sun creams & all foods are  
included in our fees. 
 
 

We only take 29 children per day so there is lots of one to  
one attention, love & care!  
 

Funding is accepted for 2, 3 and 4 year olds—this can mean up to 15 hours of ‘free’ 
childcare per week! 

 
 

Contact us to find out more or to book a visit… we would love to show 
you our nursery! 

 

Tel: 01392 882340 or visit www.littleoneschildcare.co.uk 

 

GCSE Maths & English Tutoring 
 

Does your son/daughter need extra   
Maths or English support? 

 

I am able to tutor students from my home in 
Bradninch whilst maintaining social distancing if 
required. I have a 6 metre long room with a white 

board at one end.  
 

 I have three A-Levels including Maths, a  
degree in English Literature & a degree in Law. 

 

Over 10 years experience working at a local college 
supporting students to reach their  

potential. 
 

£20 per hour/ £10 for first session 

 

Call Karen on 882249 or 07952 242151 
Or e-mail karendixson@gmail.com 
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Fox King Dance Academy  
ISTD Dance classes in Ballet, Tap, Modern and Jazz  

for children from 12 months to adults 
Dancing for exams, festivals, performances and fun  

Classes take place at Bradninch Guildhall 
 

For more information please contact  
01278 434623 / 07788 752491 
email tamzynn.fkda@yahoo.com 

or visit our website www.foxkingdanceacademy.com  

 

KILBRIDE 

 

SLATING TILING LEADWORK 

 

RE-ROOFING 

 

Specialists in Listed 

& Older Properties 

 

TIVERTON 

01884 252213 

 

www.kilbrideroofing.com 

ROOFING 

Wyndham House Surgery 
Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HZ 

Telephone: 01392 860034 

 

www.wyndhamhousesurgery.co.uk 
   

Currently rated as an OUTSTANDING Practice by the CQC 

Consultations are all currently initially by phone. It is frequently 
more convenient to use e-Consult to let the surgery know your 

medical issue – this is available on the front page of our website   

Surgery hours:    Monday - Thurs.  08:30 - 18:00 
   Friday  08:30 - 17:00 

 

Dispensary hours:  Monday - Thurs. 08.30 - 18:00  
   Friday  08.30 - 17:00 
There is now no closure for lunch and prescriptions may be  
collected all through the day. 

 

Repeat prescriptions can be ordered online via our website.  
We also operate a home delivery service for housebound  

registered patients. 
Please contact our reception or dispensary for more information. 

 

On-line appointment booking.  Flexible appointments at beginning 
and end of day if required - just ask 

Day/Dr Dr Anthony O’Brien Dr Catherine Burkill Dr Jeff Solman 

Mon 09:00 – 11:30   09:00 – 11:30 

Tues   09:00 – 11:30  09:00 – 11:30 

Weds 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30   

Thurs 09:00 – 11:30   09:00 – 11:30 

Fri 14.30 - 16.00 09:00 – 11:30 09:00 – 11:30 

Dr Ziyad Elgaid)  

09:00 – 11:30  

09:00 – 11:30 

  

09:00 – 11:30 

  

SLATING ♦TILING ♦ LEADWORK ♦ FLAT ROOFING 
 

FASCIA ♦ SOFFITT ♦ GUTTERING 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL 
 

 

FOR ALL YOUR ROOFING REQUIREMENTS 
CONTACT: 

 

CHRIS ACTON 
Tel: 01392 882223  Mob: 07856 722436 

GCSE, A LEVEL & UNIVERSITY COACHING; 
CREATIVE WRITING SUPPORT 

Help from teacher of over 40 years' experience -  
university, college and school.    

Extensive writing experience - TV, books and  
articles.  Former A Level examiner, over 35 years of 

university teaching - undergraduate and postgraduate 
Subjects: ENGLISH, HISTORY, POLITICS, PHILOSOPHY 

and SOCIOLOGY 
John Kirkaldy, 22 Fore Street, Silverton, EX5 4HP 

01392 861423/07970 875601 
Email: john.kirkaldy22@gmail.com 

Best Wishes to Everyone for a Happy & 
Prosperous 2021  

 

From the Players and Coaches at 
Bradninch Football Club 

 

Thank you for your support 
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ROB PARTRIDGE 
 

Painting, Decorating & General House Repairs 
Your local tradesman 35 years working in Bradninch 

 

Tel: 01884 34374 Mobile: 07528 680942 

 
 
 
 
 

R L Building and Landscaping 
Free Quotations 

All Jobs Quoted for Big or Small 
Fully Insured 

 

Ross Lawson  
Tel: 01884 562462 Mob: 07977 669108 
Or e-mail: rosslawson@hotmail.co.uk 

Shift it Swift Removals 
 

Man and Van Based in Devon 
 

Goods in Transit Insured 
 

Tel: 0777-857-4468  
 

e-mail:tom@shift-it-swift.co.uk 
www.shift-it-swift.co.uk 
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TRADE DIRECTORY - CUT OUT AND KEEP  

ORGANISATIONS & SERVICES IN BRADNINCH 

Auctioneers & Valuers 

Chilcotts    Tel: 01884 250020 
 

Builders & Home Improvements   

John Aldridge   Tel: 07971 691141  
Lawson Home Improvements   Tel: 01392 881431 
Neil Hobbs   Tel: 07739  535476 
R L Building & Landscaping  Tel: 01884 562462 
 

Cake Makers 

Ellie the Cake Fairy   Tel: 07764 495016 
 

Car Repairs 

C&R Repairs   Tel: 01392 860004 
 

Chimney Sweeps 
Heritage    Tel: 01392 881648 
Appleyards   Tel: 01884 829464 
 

 

Chiropodists 

F&D Mobile Foot Care  Tel: 07751 928611 
  

Computer Companies 

Cromel Computers   Tel: 01392 881792 
 

Dancing Schools 

Fox King Dance Academy  Tel: 01278 434623 
 

Dog Walking 

Lucy Coveney   Tel: 01392 882575 
Dani’s Paws-n-Claws  Tel: 07958 590892 
Hammetts Hounds   Tel: 07891 008808 
 

Electrical Services 

H Pring    Tel: 01884 32292 
 

Exercise Classes 

Move it or Lose it   Tel: 01392 882103  

  

Firewood 

Culm Valley Firewood  Tel: 01884 32940 
 

Garden Landscaping & Design 

Adam Montague   Tel: 01392 881873  
Baobab Design   Tel: 01884 881641 
Garden Services   Tel: 07736 362675 
  

Garden Machinery Repairs 

T&D Garden Machinery  Tel: 01392 86150 
 

Hairdressers 

Flixx    Tel: 01392 861558 
Love Hair    Tel: 01392 881901  
  

Heating Specialists 

H2O Plumbing & Heating  Tel:  01884 242051 
Energy Systems   Tel: 01392 860558 

 

Home & Garden Maintenance 

Devon Surface Care   Tel: 01884 370073 
Duchy General Maintenance  Tel: 01392 881232 

Le Breton Traditional  Tel: 01392 881654 
 

House Clearance 

CFS House Clearance  Tel: 01392 881342 
   

Industrial Coatings 

ICS    Tel: 01884 34506 
 

Osteopathy 

Fenja Hansen   Tel: 07586 302137 
 

Tutoring 

Karen Dixson   Tel: 01392 882249 
John Kirkaldy   Tel: 01392 861423 
 

Painter & Decorators 

Rob Partridge   Tel: 01884 34374 
Kevin Sussex   Tel: 01392 881961 

    

Plumbers 

Callum Stone   Tel:  07702 416696 
Edwards Plumbing Services  Tel: 01884 798110 
SB Plumbing   Tel: 07486 873298 
 

Preschool Facilities 

Little Ones Childcare  Tel: 01392 882340 
Duhy Pre-school   Tel: 01392 881975 

 

Public Houses 
Crossways Tavern   Tel: 01392 881752 
The Silverton Inn   Tel: 01392 860196 
 

Pump & Water Engineering 

Chenpump   Tel: 01752 665530 
 

Removal Services 

Shift-it-Swift   Tel:07778 574468 
 

Roofing 

CA Roofing Services  Tel: 01392 882223 
Kilbride Roofing   Tel: 01884 252213 

 

Shops 

Bradninch Spar   Tel: 01392 881212 
    

Soft Furnishings 

Cosway Soft Furnishings  Tel: 07701 062902 
 

Solicitors 

Veitch Penny   Tel: 01392 344800 
 

Tree Surgery 

Four Seasons   Tel: 01884 820839 
  

Van Sales 

Little Copse Garage   Tel: 01392 881224 
 

Veterinary Practices 

The Vale Veterinary Centre  Tel: 01884 35558 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 

Bradninch Acoustic Music Club  tel: 01392 882036  
Bradninch Arts Group   tel: 01392 881873  
Bradninch Baby & Toddler Group  tel: 01392 881869 
Bradninch Baptist Church   tel: 01884 33052  
Bradninch Beekeepers   tel: 01392 882444  
Bradninch Bowls Club   tel: 01392 881408   
Bradninch Cricket Club   tel: 01392 881192 
Bradninch Festival Choir   tel: 01392 881454.  
Bradninch Folk Club   tel: 01392 881105  
Bradninch Gardening Club   tel: 01884 32256 
Bradninch History Society   tel: 01392 881049 
Bradninch Millers Morris   tel: 01884 855270  
Bradninch Scout Group   tel: 01392 881788 
Bradninch Tennis Club  tel: 07938 882594.  
Bradninch Town Council   tel: 01392 881641  
Bradninch Town Trust   tel  01392 881869 

Bradninch Twinning Association  tel: 01392 881453  
Bradninch Tennis Club  tel: 07938 882594.  

Bradninch WI    tel: 01392 882091 
Bithywind Allotments   tel: 01392 881641   
Charwell Nature Reserve   tel: 01392 881825 
College Surgery Partnership  tel: 01392 881952  
Duchy Pre-School     tel:01392 881975 
Duchy School    tel: 01392 881482  
Peter Street Gospel Hall   tel: 01884 33507   
Power Cuts   tel: 105 
Stagecoach Bus Service   tel: 01392 427711  
St Disen’s Church    tel: 01392 881733 
The Hele Society    tel: 01392 882537  
The Post Office   tel: 01392 881212 
The Royal British Legion   tel: 01392 881677  
Wyndham House Surgery  tel: 01392 860034 
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Bradninch Life is published bi-monthly.  
Copy for the March issue should reach us by 15th February. 

Please send copy to Little Morland, Bradninch EX5 4NA,   
or e-mail: bradninchlife@gmail.com 

Items will be published at the editor’s discretion. 
 

The magazine is delivered free to over 1000 households in Bradninch, Hele & 
Ellerhayes. Copies are also available at the Spar in Silverton, Spar in Bradninch 

and the Exe Valley Farm shop, Thorverton.  
Read the magazine on line at www.bradninchlife.co.uk. 

 

If you would like to advertise in the next issue please ring Jenny on  
01392 881245 or e-mail: bradninchlife@gmail.com 

WHAT’S ON IN BRADNINCH 
 

JANUARY 
4th Yoga   7.00 Cricket Club 
4th Pilates   9.00 The Guildhall 
4th Ballet   4.00 The Guildhall 
5th Move it or Lose it  10.30 West End Hall 
7th Taekwondo  18.00 The Guildhall  
8th Yoga   9,15 Cricket Club 
8th Ballet   10.00 The Guildhall 
8th Bradninch Millers Morris 19.00 The Guildhall 
11th Yoga   7.00 Cricket Club 
11th Pilates   9.00 The Guildhall 
11th Ballet   4.00 The Guildhall 
12th Move it or Lose it  10.30  West End Hall 
12th Ballet   4.00 The Guildhall 
14th Library Van  11.00 The Guildhall 
14th Taekwondo  18.00 The Guildhall 
15th Ballet   10.00 The Guildhall 
15th Bradninch Millers Morris 19.00 The Guildhall 
18th Yoga   9,15 Cricket Club 
18th Pilates   9.00 The Guildhall 
18th Ballet   4.00 The Guildhall 
19th Move it or Lose it  10.30  West End Hall 
19th Ballet   4.00 The Guildhall  
21st Taekwondo  18.00 The Guildhall  
22nd Ballet   10.00 The Guildhall  
22nd Yoga   9,15 Cricket Club 
22nd Bradninch Millers Morris 19.00 The Guildhall  
25th Pilates   9.00 The Guildhall 
25th Ballet   4.00 The Guildhall  
25th Yoga   7.00 Cricket Club 
26th Ballet   4.00 The Guildhall 
26th Move it or Lose it  10.30  West End Hall 
28th Taekwondo  18.00 The Guildhall 
29th Ballet   10.00 The Guildhall 
29th Bradninch Millers Morris 19.00 The Guildhall 
30th Library Van  9.45 The Guildhall 
 

FEBRUARY 
1st Yoga   9,15 Cricket Club 
1st Ballet   4.00 The Guildhall 
1st Pilates   9.00 The Guildhall 
1st Yoga   7.00 Cricket Club 
2nd Move it or Lose it  10.30 West End Hall 
2nd Ballet   4.00 The Guildhall 
4th Taekwondo  18.00 The Guildhall 
5th Yoga   9,15 Cricket Club 
5th Ballet   10.00 The Guildhall 
5th Bradninch Millers Morris 19.00 The Guildhall 
8th Ballet   4.00 The Guildhall 
8th Pilates   9.00 The Guildhall 
8th Yoga   7.00 Cricket Club 
9th Move it or Lose it  10.30 West End Hall 
9th Ballet   4.00 The Guildhall 
11th Library Van  11.00 The Guildhall  
11th Taekwondo  18.30 The Guildhall 
12th Ballet   10.00 The Guildhall 
12th Bradninch Millers Morris 20.00 The Guildhall 
15th Yoga   9,15 Cricket Club 
15th Yoga   7.00 Cricket Club 
15th Ballet   4.00 The Guildhall 
15th Pilates   9.00 The Guildhall 
16th Move it or Lose it  10.30  West End Hall 
16th Ballet   4.00 The Guildhall 
18th Taekwondo  18.00 The Guildhall 
19th Ballet   10.00 The Guildhall 
19th Bradninch Millers Morris 19.00 The Guildhall  
19th Yoga   9,15 Cricket Club 
22nd Pilates   9.00 The Guildhall 
22nd Yoga   7.00 Cricket Club 
23rd Move it or Lose it  10.30  West End Hall 
25th Taekwondo  18.00 The Guildhall 
26th Bradninch Millers Morris 19.00 The Guildhall 
 

To book the Guildhall tel: 01392 881869 e-mail bradninchtt@gmail.com, 
for West End Hall tel:  01392 881566 or e-mail 
mike.leonard120@gmail.com. 
 

 
 

LAWSON  

Home Improvements 
PVCu Installers 

Your local specialists for: 

Doors Windows & Conservatories 

Fascias Soffits & Guttering 

External Painting  

All Building Work 

FREE Quotations - All work undertaken 
 

Tel: 01392 881431 

Mob: 07889 442435 
 

59 Westfield Bradninch EX5 4QU 

ADAM MONTAGUe 
Garden Design & Maintenance 
 

  
 

I Bowhill Co#ages  

Bradninch EX5 4LH 

Tel: 01392 881873 or  

Mobile: 07901 812862 

e-mail: adammontague7@gmail.com 
 

 

Fruit, ornamental and native tree specialist 

CFS House Clearance 
 

♦ House and Garage Clearances 
 

♦ Furniture Buy and Sell 
 

♦ No job too small 
 

Contact Mike French 

Tel: 07791 454557 or 01392 881342 
E-mail: mike.efrench@@scali.co.ukhouse 

Hammetts Hounds 
Dog Grooming & Walking Service 

 

Maria Hammett - Owner 
 

Tel: 07891 008808 
e-mail:hammettshounds@gmail.com 


